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Why 
We 

Exist

Our mission is to provide 
positive experiences and 
opportunities through 

sports and creative play.



Our programs provide the 
groundwork for our kids to 
learn the workforce skills 
needed for their future.

NYC is a big city. We like to 
make it feel a little smaller.

Our activities are inclusive, 
allowing all kids to be 

successful and con�dent.

Our programs create a safe 
environment that foster 

adult and peer relationships 
through shared experiences.

We believe sport is the 
platform for the overlap of 

functional and social 
emotional development.

Develop the Emotional 
Intelligence of Youth

Foster a Positive Sense of 
Self in Kids

Provide a Better 
Way to Play

Form Impactful, Long Term 
Relationships

Connect People of 
All Backgrounds



ince we entered lockdown in March, 
almost everything that we do as an orga-
nization has adjusted, adapted, and 
evolved with the ongoing challenges this 

year has presented. When sitting down to 
think about how we wanted to present our 
impact this year — the only way that felt natu-
ral was to take you through our 2020 journey 
— starting at the beginning.

2020
IMPACT JOURNEY

S



January to March 
Headlines from the 
New York Times

Kids in the Game Earns 
B Corp Certi�cation

Jan. 8

Jan. 26

Feb. 2

Feb. 3

Feb. 11

Feb. 20

Feb. 23

Feb. 29



Kids in the Game is a B Corp!
Boy, 2020 started o� on a high note for Kids the Game! In January, after 
nearly 2 years of work we o�cially became a certi�ed B Corporation join-
ing an elite list of organizations across the world using the power of busi-
ness to build a more inclusive and sustainable economy. �e evaluation 
covered everything from our operations and business model, impact on 
sta�, our community and environmental practices, to customers, employee 
bene�ts, and our mission-locked impact.

“We have been working on this initiative for over 2 years, and it has been 
a driving factor in making Kids in the Game not only a great organization 
for our kids, but also a great place for our employees. Without the work 
that our coaches and team do day in and day out, we would not have been 
able to achieve this milestone. We are excited to join this network of 
inspiring organizations and continue to strive to make the planet a better 
place for all.” -Tatum Boehnke, Director of Community & Impact
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B Corp by the Numbers

74
Countries

Winter can’t stop our run. 
Recess at PS11K in Brooklyn



We believe 
there’s a 
better way 
to do 
business. 



That’s why 
Kids in the 
Game is 
proud to be 
a Certi�ed B 
Corporation.  



March to May
Headlines from COVID, 

the Sports Industry, 
and Kids in the Game 



Kids in the Game Closes New York 
O�ce; Transitions to Remote Work 

Kids in the Game Vows to 
Stay Home and Play

March 11

March 12

March 14

March 17

March 25

March 26

April 21

April 30

May 1

May 25



Similar to other signi�cant cultural events, 
the age-old question of, “Where were you 
when…” is going to be a common question 
asked for years to come when discussing the 
COVID-19 Pandemic. Where were you 
when the Red Sox broke the curse and won 
the World Series? Where were you on 9/11? 
Where were you when we elected the �rst 
Black President of the United States, Barack 
Obama? Where were you when New York 
City shut down for COVID-19? Luckily, at 
Kids in the Game, we had been keeping our 
eye on the virus for months before the 
nation-wide shut down. While we were not 
in complete shock,  there was no way we 
could have completely understood what was 
coming our way.

Where were we when the City shut down? A 
handful of our employees and coaches were at 
Brooklyn Bridge Park �lming content for 
basketball, soccer, football, small space games, 
and more, anticipating virtual learning and 
programs were on the horizon.

After asking the question, “Where were you 
when NYC shut down?” the next natural 
question is “How long did you think we 
would be doing this?”  �is question was one 
we were less prepared for. 

Originally, NYC schools were closed for only 
4 weeks — so we thought we would be back 
after the short hiatus — little did we know, 
our entire spring semester would be online.

Building Our Sports Video
Library at Brooklyn Bridge Park

Team Hangout via Zoom
From NY, NJ, CT, FL, MS, and NV

Virtual Classes and Birthday
Parties are the New Normal

Transition to
Virtual



Stay Home and Play
As an organization rooted in optimism, we were going to make the best of it for both 
our kids and our sta�. For the month of April, we launched our “Stay Home and Play”  

campaign in e�orts to show that no matter where you are, you can 
stay active and have fun inside. 



1,077

19

598

16.5

237

hours on Zoom

virtual classes

coaches turning their living rooms 
into playgrounds

kids participating in programs 
virtually

hours troubleshooting Zoom 
accounts

Minimum





Believe it or not, prior to launching our esports 
program back in 2019, Kids in the Game as a 
whole did not thrive in the technology depart-
ment. Very few of us even had Zoom accounts set 
up in March and don’t even get us started on 
trying to �x a broken Apple TV or set up the 
Sonos in the o�ce. However, thanks to our com-
mitment to �nding the intersection of sports and 
technology with esports, we were able to take a 
giant step forward in esports in 2020.

A big concern we had going into quarantine last 
spring was the impact it would have on our kids’ 
social connections and ability to connect with 
positive mentors. While we could not physically 
be in gyms or on the �eld with our kids, our past 
experience with esports proved that there was still 
a way to �nd positive connection from our living 
rooms. Our esports coaches hosted weekly train-
ing sessions and tournaments that caught the 
attention of other organizations world-wide. 
Kids in the Game became a thought leader advis-
ing groups all the way from Chicago and London 
on not only logistical strategy of a successful 
esports program, but also how to promote posi-
tive social interaction online.

Joining forces with the NBA
A common theme throughout Kids in the Game 
is reducing the gender gap in sports participation 
— esports included. Esports gets a reputation of 
being male-heavy across the globe. However, we 
want to change that narrative, and so does the 
NBA. �is summer, we partnered with the NBA 
to provide a four-week virtual esports program 
focused on getting girls involved in esports. �e 
program featured gameplay, tournaments, and 
informational panels with industry leaders. �e 
kids even got to be virtual fans for an NBA play-
o� game. 

TECHNOLOGY
CONNECTION THROUGH





Kids in the Game Kicks O� In-Person Summer Camps in 
Riverdale, Upper East Side, East Village, Park Slope

Kids in the Game Partners with Kevin Durant, Degree to
Launch ‘Real MVP Scholarship’

JUNE 6

JUNE 6

JULY 7 

JUNE 30

JUNE 30

JULY 22



Kids in the Game Closes Out Camp; 500+ Campers, 100+
Sta�, 8 Weeks, 0 COVID Cases

AUG. 18

AUG. 23

AUG. 28

AUG. 28

July to August 
Headlines from Around

 the Globe



Black Lives Matter

When we are diverse, we win.

When we are inclusive, we win.

When we play together, we win.

Let’s be part of the change, together.  



New York City is the city that never sleeps. It is a city 
where the news moves so fast if you aren’t paying 
attention, the news cycle has turned over 3 times since 
the last time you hopped on Twitter or got your next 
New York Times Edition delivered to your inbox. A 
unique aspect to the COVID-19 pandemic was the 
requirement for us as a society to slow down, pay 
attention, and ultimately wake up to the news that had 
been too easily ignored by too many people in years 
past.

While con�ned to our apartments and homes, 
Ahmuad Arbery was killed when going for a jog. 
Breonna Taylor was killed while sleeping in her own 
home. George Floyd was killed while stating “I can’t 
breathe.” �ere was no ignoring it this time. �ere 
were no new movies in the theaters to distract from 
these injustices. No concerts to attend to tune out the 
reality. No celebrity gossip �lling our Twitter feeds to 
retweet and bury the injustice that was right in front 
of our eyes. 

�at being said, for many, the option to tune it out 
never existed in the �rst place. �e people who have 
been killed may have been our friends. Our family. 
Our coworkers. It could have been our youth. �e 
di�erence about this time around is the platform these 
tragedies have taken. When so many of us have 
spoken, marched, and posted, it is impossible not to 
listen.

�e injustice was not new. �e strength of the reaction 
was.  

�e magnitude of this moment was palpable. We 
stand in solidarity with the Black Lives Matter move-
ment and the �ght for racial equity. A commitment to 
intentional action meant listening and learning about 
the institutional-level barriers in place — speci�cally 
facing communities of color. We vow to be a part of 
the solution. 

More than 75% of our 125+ employees identify as 
Black, Hispanic, or People of Color, and far too many 
have personally experienced racism and inequity in 
their lives.  Each year, our team works with 21,000+ 
youth from preschool through high school; nearly 

50% of these youth are Black or Hispanic. We stand in 
support of our youth and team members in a compa-
ny-wide pledge to call out racism, end discriminatory 
practices, and promote equality and fair treatment in 
our organization and our programs. 

Kids in the Game is proud to have had our sta� mem-
bers, participants, and families vocally and publicly 
stand up for justice in 2020. �is includes attending 
rallies, donating to causes, supporting Black-owned 
businesses, investing in hours of training and produc-
tive conversations with our team, and providing a 
community of support for our BIPOC participants 
and coaches. We want all of our kids and sta� to feel 
seen and valued for who they are, and know that we 
are committed to supporting their growth.  We are 
deepening the work in our ongoing Diversity, Equity, 
and Inclusion initiative to help us maintain a diverse 
workforce, promote gender and racial equity, and 
create a talent hub in NYC. We will ensure that there 
is BIPOC representation on our leadership team and 
all levels of the organization, and engage diverse 
perspectives in key decision-making processes. 

Our Commitment
As a youth development organization, Kids in the 
Game is committed to advancing diversity and inclu-
sion now and forever. We cannot and will not turn our 
backs on racism. We have to take action — not only in 
times of heightened turmoil — but each and every 
day. When we come together as a community, great 
change is possible. 

We have big goals. We believe in the power that sport 
and youth development has on fostering positive 
social change. We believe when given the opportunity, 
all kids can achieve. However, we acknowledge that 
not all kids have the same starting lines. Our BIPOC 
student-athletes may have more hurdles on their 
track, and therefore a more challenging path ahead. 
While sports are a positive tool for a child’s develop-
ment, we also take it beyond the �eld. We feel con�-
dent that while our goals are big, they are realistic. 
Each and every one of our programs is designed to 
create positive outcomes for every student-athlete 
regardless of their skin color, economic standing, 
religious beliefs, or their athletic ability.



Kids in the Game Kicks O� 
In-Person Summer Camps in 
Riverdale, the Upper East Side, East 
Village and Park Slope  

As summer approached, the decision to run our 
summer camps or not was the ultimate conun-
drum. �is decision wasn’t entirely ours to make 
— as many of our host locations were not open-
ing their doors at all, nor did we have access to 
look into the future and assess the state of the 
pandemic and the world by the summer time. 
Like all of our choices during the pandemic, 
taking the appropriate steps to make an informed 
and educated decision was non-negotiable. �is 
was not a decision to be made in haste, especially 
because every option had its own pros and cons. 

At this time, New York City was reopening and 
many of our parents were going back to work. 
However, the virus was still present and the State 
and CDC provided no de�nitive guidance for 
how child care and activities could proceed safely. 
On top of that, not all child care is created equal-
ly. For the cohort of kids who had been stuck 
inside for months and months, it was incredibly 
important for us to be able to provide the space 
for kids to safely socialize, get moving, and just be 
kids again. If summer camp could be done safely, 
we wanted to be the solution for our families 
across the City.

While our top priority is always the safety of our 
kids, the safety of our sta� is at the top of the list 
as well.

As an organization, we consider sta� develop-
ment, well-being, and growth core components 
of what we do. Being able to bring back our sta� 
and provide positive economic opportunity and 
impact during these tough times was a huge 
incentive for us to push toward our goal of 
running our summer camps. 

Finally, the last remaining challenge to face in our 
summer planning was the line we had to create 
between safety measures and high quality 
programming. As the guidance trickled in and 
the con�rmed cases were signi�cantly decreasing, 
we knew what we needed to do to run a safe 
camp. However, could we take all the guidance 
and necessary precautions to make camp feel like 
camp? Fortunately, our Program Design Team 
was up to the task and revolutionized our classic 
games book and activity schedule to adapt to 
COVID-safe protocols. We switched out tradi-
tional soccer with a life-size foosball alternative, 
prioritized pool time and swimming, and even 
transformed our locations into life-size miniature 
golf courses!

�e decision to run summer camp was certainly a 
tough one, but in the end, we are so glad that we 
did.

It’s Summer Camp Time



Beat the heat! There’s nothing like sprinkler day and
open swim at Riverdale Neighborhood House.

Riverdale Summer Camp





“�anks for making 
the commitment to 

open, despite the 
challenges of COVID. 

It was so important 
for my kids to have 
something social, 

engaging and active 
to do.”

-2020 Summer 
Camp Parent





“THANK YOU KING”

“I would not hesitate to enroll my son in 2021” 
-Jennifer B, NYC

 “Made a huge di�erence in my daughter's happiness 
and psychological well being”

-2020 Summer Camp Parent

 “That safe, positive, happy 
learning environment is 

priceless”
-Roni R, NYC

“We were both comforted and also wondered how the kids could have fun 
with masks and distancing and so on. Any doubts were totally allayed 

immediately by the out-of-this-world friendly sta�, and when we picked 
up our daughter the �rst day, it was the happest we'd 

seen her since March 13”
-Mia E, 2020 Summer Camp Parent

 “We are so grateful to Kids in 
the Game for all the awesome 

time and memories that our kid 
had during this otherwise tough 

summer”
-Anna P,

2020 Summer Camp Parent

 “We’ve been part of KING 
after-school, KING summer 

camp, KING sports, and now 
KING remote learning. KING 
has been a vital part of my 

son's growth”
-Farhana K, NYC

 “I am grateful that KING chose 
to open (many camps didn't) 
and developed new activities 

& procedures to make it as 
safe as possible. I have seen a 
signi�cant change in my kids 
over the last several weeks -- 
they are happier, more social 

& more active, and I am so 
glad they went to KING 

summer camp.”
-2020 Summer 
Camp Parent



Wi�e Ball in Prospect Park
Park Slope Summer Camp
Artwork by Isabella Vacca



88.4%

99.0%

94.2%
96.7%

94.2%
of parents agree their child was 
exposed to new opportunities 

of parents agree their child made 
new friends (even in masks!) 

of parents agree their child was 
safe at camp 

of parents said their child was 
more active at camp than they 

would have been at home

of parents agree their child was in 
an emotionally positive 

environment





�e Real MVP
�e Kevin Durant Charitable Foundation and Degree 
teamed up to donate one million dollars to 10 youth develop-
ment organizations across the country. �e funds are used to 
support the organization’s ability to continue providing activ-
ities to keep kids active, moving, and involved in positive 
sport programs.

Kids in the Game Chosen as one of the Organizations
“�e generosity of �e Kevin Durant Charitable Foundation 
and Degree has been the bright spot for Kids in the Game 
over the past few months. As a New York City rooted organi-
zation, we have seen �rsthand how this pandemic has directly 
impacted our kids and our families. Our focus over the past 
few months has been on our path forward, returning to the 
gym, �eld, and court so our kids can continue to develop 
through sport. �is support not only makes that possible, but 
will allow us to come back stronger than ever.” — Tatum 
Boehnke, Director of Community and Impact

Low income families and neighborhoods were hit the hard-
est by COVID-19 and the �nancial strain caused by the 
global pandemic is likely to continue well beyond the return 
to ‘normalcy’. �e Kids in the Game Foundation has had a 
robust scholarship program for the past 4 years providing 
over $200,000 worth of �nancial aid to families needing 
program cost assistance. With the additional funding now 
available from the Durant/Degree donation, we are excited 
to have launched the “Real MVP Scholarship” this past year.

“�e Real MVP Fund” focused on providing assistance to 
single mothers and their families in New York City.  We don’t 
believe that a single parent should have to choose between 
providing basic necessities for their children and providing 
opportunities for sport and enrichment activities. �is fund 
eliminates that choice by providing aid to support their 
child’s participation in after-school, sport, and summer 
programs. Additional resources such as nutrition and �nan-
cial literacy will also be made available to “�e Real MVP 
Fund” awardees. 

“We weren’t supposed to 
be here. You made us 

believe. You kept us o� the 
street, put clothes on our 
backs, food on the table. 
When you didn’t eat, you 
made sure we ate. You 

went to sleep hungry. You 
sacri�ced for us. You the 
real MVP, ” Kevin Durant, 

2014 NBA MVP.

Kevin Durant and Degree Team Up with Kids in the Game



New York City Goes Back to School; Kids 
in the Game Launches Remote Learning Centers

Kids in the Game Returns to Sports; Basketball, Soccer, 
Track & Field Programs Launch Outdoors

SEPT. 18

SEPT. 28

SEPT. 28

SEPT. 22

OCT. 1



Kids in the Game Hosts Free Election Day Program
So All Parents Have the Opportunity to Vote

OCT. 11

OCT. 27

NOV. 4

NOV. 8

NOV.7

September to November
Headlines from Around

 the Globe



Back to
School
Coming o� of an incredibly successful summer camp 
season and COVID-19 infection rates decreasing across 
the city, we were so excited to be heading back to school 
and returning to a level of normalcy! However, if 2020 
taught us anything, it was to be prepared for the unex-
pected and the value of having a plan A, B, C and even 
D! With the State and City’s delayed announcements of 
what the 2020-21 school year was going to look like, we 
were forced to take action into our own hands and 
launch a brand new program model: Remote Learning 
Centers. �ese are full day programs that are a place for 
kids to learn and play on their virtual school days. �ese 
centers became the solution for so many families that 
were able to return to work and rest easy that they didn’t 
need to be a parent, teacher, Zoom expert, and cafeteria 
manager all while working their day job.

On top of launching new programs, we also continued 
to provide virtual programs, in-person recess, and small 
group classes across the city. It certainly was not the 
school year we imagined, but with continued innovation 
and mission- driven decision making, we expanded our 
reach to even more kids and families. It was another step 
towards the future and our role in the recovery process 
kids will face from the harsh realities of 2020.



Girl Power! Coach Jeshley with two 
students at our Upper East Side 

Remote Learning Center. 



Our Partnership
with Harlem Hebrew

A bright spot in 2020 was our continued partnership with �e 
Hebrew Public Network and working with Harlem Hebrew Lan-
guage Academy Charter School. Like many schools in New York 
City, Harlem Hebrew needed to creatively balance health and 
safety concerns with providing services that worked for their kids 
and families in their network. Many parents at the school had 
returned to work in the fall and were unable to accommodate a 
hybrid learning schedule or a�ord hiring additional childcare sup-
port. 

�rough a generous donation to �e Hebrew Public Network, over 
45 kids participated in our Remote Learning Center and 
After-School programs at the nearby Harlem Parish. On the kids 
"at-home" learning days, they were able to stay amongst their pod 
members and attend our daily program.



Highlights from Harlem Parish 
including remote learning, 
soccer with Coach Jariel, and 
an awesome brain break!



Election Day
Programming

Kids in the Game is not a political organization. Some 
would argue that being in the education �eld, speaking 
about politics is even taboo. In fact, we are still trying to 
�gure out if our high school government teacher was a 
republican, democrat or neither, aren’t you?! However, in 
2020, we felt it even more taboo to not be vocal about the 
importance of the vote. As we know, election day is not a 
day o� of work for the majority of Americans — but it is a 
day o� of school — leaving parents forced to choose 
between childcare and going to the polls. �is year, Kids in 
the Game sponsored 30 free spots at our Remote Learning 
Centers for parents to drop o� their kids as they participated 
in their civic duty. We also joined Civic Alliance, a non-par-
tisan, growing coalition of businesses working together to 
build a future where everyone participates in shaping our 
country.  Both through this election day work and our every-
day work, we believe in the collective power we have to 
make a di�erence. We encourage our kids to use their voice 
and their actions to create a better world, and it is our 
responsibility as adults to do the same on their behalf. 

Get Out the Vote!

VOTE!



Vote! 
Artwork by 

Isabella Vacca





KING Speed, Fall Season
Riverside Park Track



KING Hoops, KING FC, 
and KING Speed Back in 
Action �is Fall 

Coming full circle, how many of us felt the seriousness of COVID-19 back 
in March when the NBA canceled the season? We were slated to host 
Spring AAU Basketball tryouts the very next weekend, and immediately 
after the NBA announcement, we followed suit and canceled our season, 
rightfully so. 
 
After watching so many professional sports come back over the summer, 
even in empty stadiums or in “Bubble” leagues, we felt the urge to get back 
into the game as well. After careful consideration, we relaunched three 
sports programs this fall, and we are so glad we did.

�e KING Sports Comeback 



Picture Day!
KING FC
Fall Season



Catch Us If You Can
KING Speed
Fall Season



KING HOOPS

KING FC

KING SPEED

TEAMS PLAYERS PRICELESS VIEWS FROM OUR 
BROOKLYN BRIDGE 

PRACTICE SPOT 

5 45 1,000

TEAMS PLAYERS FRAME READY PHOTOS FROM 
PICTURE DAY!

4 24 96

MILES COMPLETED RUNNERS HALLOWEEN MEET WE WILL 
NEVER FORGET!

1,500 72 1



City Views
KING Hoops Practice

Brooklyn Bridge Park





“I have a desire to make a 
di�erence in these kids’ lives, 
and this year is not the time 

to slack o�.” 



A typical day for Coach Tamara is certainly not 
like everyone’s. On a normal morning, she arrives 
at program ready to welcome her students. By the 
time the students have arrived at 8 am, Coach 
Tamara has already cleaned and set up the �rst 
games of the day, plus she has meditated and gone 
on a two mile run before even getting on the 
train.

�ough impressive, her capacity to be so 
high-functioning in such early hours of the 
morning is not the reason Kids in the Game 
declared her Coach of the Year. Every hour of the 
day she puts her students �rst, and this was no 
di�erent in 2020 amidst the early months of the 
COVID-19 Pandemic. It was during her early 
work as a life coach that led her to follow her 
passions to connect with people to better them-
selves — but starting with kids. She believes in 
the power of play just like we do here at Kids in 
the Game, and has experienced it �rst hand to be 
one of the most bene�cial ways to change the 
trajectory of someone’s day, year, or life. 

Many of Coach Tamara’s amazing life philoso-
phies stem from her own experiences as a child, 
through her interactions with both her family and 
friends. For her, and like many of us, growing up 
with insecurities made recess a point of stress. To 
cope with her body image issues, she turned to 
play, and started jump roping. She would jump 
rope with her family at home and has associated 
it with pure joy ever since. To this day, when 
Coach Tamara is in the room, there can typically 
be around 10 di�erent stations for jump roping. 
Play looks di�erent for everyone, and Coach 
Tamara says it best: our challenges in life can be 
our best motivators.

During the year of 2020, our everyday norms
were completely rede�ned. For kids, any sense of 
normalcy they would have received was com-
pletely uprooted. Coach Tamara is a shining 
example of our commitment to every kid’s equal 
opportunity in sports based youth development. 
Not every kid has experienced this pandemic in 
the same ways. Movement and fun seemed like an 
impossible feat at times during 2020. We can 
bounce back because we have hope, and we can 
look to better times, but what about our kids who 
may not have experienced the good parts yet?

To be un�appable during the last few months is 
certainly not easy. Coach Tamara continually 
proved to us that kindness and commitment can 
always come �rst, no matter the situation. We can 
and should always make time for ourselves and 
our loved ones. Coach Tamara exempli�es the 
Kids in the Game promise to uphold that under-
taking, to be the best version of ourselves and the 
best part of every kid’s day. 

Whether it be with more Zoom meetings than 
we thought we could handle, face masks and face 
coverings, half capacity gatherings, or complete 
cancellations, we can all agree our day-to-day has 
changed. But that does not have to be the end of 
our fun. We can adapt, and make the most of 
every situation! Some of Coach Tamara’s favorite 
COVID-19-safe activities still include solo jump 
roping, running, and meditation. Her impact on 
our kids and sta� continued to be signi�cant, 
even in a year with so many changes. 

At Kids in the Game, our promise is to be the 
best part of every kid’s day. Coach Tamara 
showed us that even in a time of hardship, that 
can be as simple as a smile or a conversation.  

Meet Coach Tamara Vega, 
Our 2020 Coach of the Year



KING Friend
Casey Wolter

Milwaukee, WI

53021

KING Friend
Chandler Clarkson

Nashville, TN
37215



KING Friend

Alicen Fair

Denver, CO

80202

KING Friend
Leland Graeber
Washington, DC

20036



Kids in the Game Proves
Hybrid Model to 
Be Resilient
At Kids in the Game, we are �rm believers that the right path is not 
always the easy path. After a year like 2020, we have �rsthand expe-
rience to prove that the challenging path just might produce the 
greatest rewards.
 
Four years ago, we decided to start our 501 c3 entity, now known as 
�e Kids in the Game Foundation, in order to support more kids 
than our for-pro�t entity would allow. Running one small, but 
growing, business in New York City is a challenge in and of itself 
— adding on another organization with a completely di�erent 
legal structure created even more unanticipated challenges.

However, like we mentioned, the easy path is just not our style. In 
2020, more than ever before, our hybrid business model proved to 
be resilient through challenges. While programs needed to be 
canceled and school year programming came to a halt — we saw a 
signi�cant increase in Foundation-focused giving in the spring and 
summer of 2020. �ese donations allowed us the freedom to con-
tinue our scholarship program during COVID-19 and even 
increase its capacity. Far too many of our fellow youth development 
organizations have been forced to close their doors completely — 
or have not been able to return to programming yet at all — due to 
funding restrictions or lack of diverse funding sources. 
 
While there is already a large opportunity gap in NYC,  we cannot 
allow for COVID-19 to widen that gap. It is our hope that we can 
continue to be a thought leader and innovator on how to deliver 
high quality programs to all kids, no matter the circumstances. 



What We Were Able to Still Do During the Pandemic:

4

120

18$20,540

1st
Summer Camp Locations Safely 

Reopened

KING Hoops players’ journeys 
back onto the court sponsored

individual donors on 
Giving Tuesday

time ever scholarship support 
provided for KING FC

provided in Summer 
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Our Hopes for 2021

�is year, we took a deep look at our organization inter-
nally and began the process of educating ourselves. �is 
introspection included personal self re�ection, analysis 
of our organizational processes, and de�ning the kind 
of environment we as a team create for one another. In 
2021, we will begin intentionally shifting the lessons 
we've learned from our internal processes directly to our 
program design. We are dedicated to diverse hiring 
practices, providing programs for all kids regardless of 
what neighborhood they live in, and narrowing the 
gender gap in our programs. We are also committed to 
promoting the youth voice as we launch our �rst ever 
Youth Leadership Council. Together, we can create a 
more equitable and inclusive New York City.

Continue to strengthen our progress in 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion.

Our hope for 2021 is that as a country and as people we 
will be able to safely return to normalcy. We are dedi-
cated and committed to being there every step of the 
way as our kid’s reintegrate through positive social 
interaction, physical play, and in-person programs. We 
understand that there will be challenges, both physical 
and mental, even during a healthy transition. We will 
provide a safe space for re�ection, and we promise not 
to underestimate the toll 2020 has had, but to use the 
lessons we have learned to grow stronger in 2021.

Help our youth heal from the impacts 
of COVID-19.



"A key theme for Kids in the Game in 2021 is 
recovery through socialization. We have an 
opportunity this year to be an outlet and 
source of healing in response to the compli-
cated issues that 2020 created for our kids. My 
hope is that we can create safe, inclusive pro-
grams for youth to return to a sense of nor-
malcy through sports that we sorely missed 
last year." -Matt Murphy, CEO

While schools, sports, and all social gatherings were forced 
online in 2020, we are more dedicated than ever to keep the 
positive connection we have with our participants alive. As an 
organization that prides itself on program quality, we refuse to 
lower our standards for online learning.
 
Although Zoom is not the same as being in person, we are 
choosing to see the heightened use of technology in a positive 
light. In particular, the past 4 years have taught us about the 
power of social media and its ability to unite and divide us. We 
are choosing to remain united through technology by connect-
ing with kids in every corner of New York City, assisting in 
virtual school, and keeping kids moving through high energy 
online classes. In 2021, we will continue to use this momentum 
as we explore the intersection between technology and sports 
to keep pushing our industry forward in a healthy way.

Keep the connection healthy.



JUNIOR VARSITY

VARSITY

MVPs

�ank you, Donors!

Our Board: 
Shanthi Blanchard, Gail Gerzetic, Chris Wallace, Martha Villa, 

Michael Murphy, Matt Murphy, Wilson Rose

Richard Riordan • Bill and Becki Boehnke • David Rose • Terre and Orma Smith • Matt Larson • Chriso-
pher Dende • Mallory McGrath • Bill Connolly • Pamela Ertel • Dan Shapiro • Erin Clark • Alice Ertel 
• Robert Ptacek • Terrance J O'Connor • Denise Peaslee • Timothy Long • Kresimir Marusic • Eshwar 
Sundararaju • Michelle Mackay • Jenn Ward • Hoops Cereal / Jacob Forcheimer • Jackson Ader • Stephen 

Lemmer • Katie Doherty •  Rachel Bender 

Alice Hudson • Andrew Cheong • Kevin Gay • Anna Carroll • Shalini Mohan • Mats Boehnke • Alicen Fair • Audrey Zamichow 
• Susan Boehnke • Lisa Fernandez • Sung Moo Cho • Mike Evanovich • JoAnn Murphy • Casey Wolter • Michael Hudson • 
Katherine Calo • Lori Millard-Streeter • Pam Ertel • Allison Scott • Amy Allegretti • Sara Moldenhauer • Linda Hawkins • 
James O'Connor • Lucy West • Katie Peaslee • Conor Mcmahon • Laney Ming • Lapham Family Alan Vaynerchuk • Flip Brown 

•  �omas Caton •  Debbie Hug • Lloyd Diehl •  Kevin Myles •  Center for Internet Security •  
Gabe Green •  Cayla Huppert •  Veronica Dende • Colleen Driggs • Rachel Bjorkman • Jennifer LeBlanc • LeAnn Fair

Nancy Dinsdale  • Julie Hardt • Kathryn Drinkwater • Jesse Cerrotti • David Robles • Justin Neuwirt • Kristina Lim • Jennifer LeBlanc • Ryan Hogan • Emily Rose • Keely Browder • John 

Keaveny • Ruth Wolter • Taylor S Evans • Andrew Bartlett • Andrew Boylan • Sal Sassano • Becca Crooks • Leanne Hug • Terry Smith • Frances Murphy • David Norori • Richard Zwiren • 

Joshua Goldsmith • David Zaitz • Doug Poetzsch • JD Ey • Kyle Bond • Steve Maneri • Tommy Botsaris • Andrea Elizabeth • Andrew Cascone • Andrew J Boylan • Bookwalter Family • 

Brendan Scarano • Brian Dahmen • Buckley Family • Kayla Cobourn • Jack Reinhardt • Lena Juliann Pollich • Mary Jo Rose • Streeter Family • Timothy Murphy • Tom Rankin • Aaron Grey 

• Judy Murphy • Mark Spaeth • Stephanie Schmitter • Art Valentine • Cedric Spand • Charles Bell • Dash Schwartz • Jack Freeman • Lemmie Bradley • Muhammad Karim • Paul Rosen • Pete 

Decandia • Marvin McCullough • Roman Perez • Sam Alston • Taha Alassari • Tyseem Lyles • Elan Yochai • Greg Needham • Handel Destinvil • Jacob Smith • Jacques Freeman • Je�  Tucker 

• Joan Smith • Sherrie Henry • Leland Graeber  • Zach White-Stellato • Angel Salas • Amanda Sadlowski • Conrad Greene • Katie Kao • Kevin Myles • Dave Mulhern • Kevin Rezabek • Matt 

Schoeneck • Shane Annas • Tari Wariebi • Kristyn Wright • Kyle Rockefeller • Lily Liu-Krason • Luzmarina Lalli • Ralph Napolitano • Vanessa Macias • Jasmine Fryrear • Cameron Braddock 

• Connor R Gandossy • Kaitlin Moody • Kevin Donoher • Elena I Kanevskaia • Kristine Abao • Jackie Boudreau • LeeAnn Luljak-Fair • Nick Centofante • Nicole Burri • Maren Morstad • 

Robert Conor Evans • Ronnie Felder • Rosanne Johnson • Shelli Rosen • William Nikosey • Kim Hickenbottom • Micheal Kallsen • Mechele Ray • Allison Fordred • Hannah Sladek • Chandler 

Clarkson • Chantell Lowe • Owen Smith • Nadia Rodriguez • Travis Hughes • Ellery Smith • Mary Lyn Killips • Amanda Borbee • Barbie Nelis • Bri Skiba • Daniel Morse • Daniel Piccoli • 

Jacquelyn Coscarat • Matthew Cohen • Nikie Sarma • Luis Banda • Paul Bender • Samantha Leonard • Diana Potensky • Kevin Kwan • David Schwartz • Gina Sliter • Anuja Del Bene • Ashley 

Young • Cara Hudson • Kevin Tarca • Erin Reed • Liz Izzy • Mooning T Fang • Shamira Gaines • CJ Flatley • Kelly Conlin • Jake Downs • Emily Rose •  Justin Neuwrit •  Aaron Grey •  Colleen 

Rezabec •  Priya Krawiec •  Gabriella Nuzzo •  Je� Rosenberg •  Gina Marie •  Colleen Rezabec

2020 was an incredibly challenging year, and we couldn’t have done it without you. 
�ank you for your unwavering support! 



Get
Involved
DONATE
All proceeds go to the Kids in the Game Foundation Scholarship 
fund to give kids access to our camps, clinics, teams, and school 
programs. Go to kidsinthegame.com/donate to learn more!

VOLUNTEER
Donating just a few hours of your time per week will not only 
make a di�erence in a child’s life, it will make a positive impact on 
yours too! By taking part in our programs, you will have the chance 
to leave your footprint on the communities closest to you. Go to 
kidsinthegame.com/volunteer and get involved today.

FOLLOW US
Join our community on social by following us @kidsinthegameny 
on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. We want to hear from you!

�e Kids in the Game Foundation
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